Margaret Jean Cordano
December 21, 1927 - June 1, 2015

[Family Note: The Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling is a family favorite that
Jean enjoyed with all of us. We share the following with that spirit in mind.]

We sadly inform you that after valiantly battling against Dementors (cancer)
released by Lord Voldemort, Margaret Jean Cordano was no longer able to
summon her patronus, an owl, as the Dementors kissed her on June 1, 2015.
She was born on December 21, 1927 to Muggles Clemens F. and Mary M.
Kelsch in Bismarck, North Dakota. Around the age of 4, the Spinal Meningitis
Viral Network (a.k.a. SMVN), under the control of Lord Voldemort, arrived in
Mandan. An epic battle played out in the house of Kelsch with Clemens and
Mary fighting for Jean’s life after SPVN took hold of her. All three survived,
though Jean was connected to this experience throughout her life by being
invisibly marked Deaf. Soon after this life changing experience her parents
sent Jean to the only school available to teach her wizardry: the North Dakota
School for the Deaf. She did her advanced studies in wizardry at Gallaudet
University, majoring in Potions/Chemistry. While at Gallaudet, she was in the
O.W.L.S. House until she graduated in 1951. Shortly after graduation, she
married another wizard, Waldo T. Cordano of St. Joseph, Michigan, a member
of the Kappa Gamma House at Gallaudet. She pursued various vocations
before studying Potions, Defense Against Dark Arts and other subjects at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison to become a medical technologist. She
worked at the Ministry of Medicine at Lakeland Medical Center in Elkhorn,



Wisconsin, starting as a registered medical technologist, advancing to Chief
Medical Technologist and ending her career as the Administrative Director of
the Potions and Defense against Dark Arts Laboratory.

In 1984, Jean was knighted with the Amos Kendall Award by the Order of the
Gallaudet University Alumni Association for her excellence in a professional
field not related to Deafness. Dame Jean and Waldo shared the honor of
receiving the Distinguished Service Award from their Wizard friends in the
Wisconsin Association for the Deaf. Dame Jean was also honored among
Muggles when the Quota Club of Madison (WI) honored her as the Woman of
the Year in 1985.

Dame Jean’s portrait has hung in the Gallaudet University Visitor Center,
where she was featured as a pioneer in her field. She was a wife, mother,
friend, mentor and teacher to many. Should need arise, she can be
summoned to a picture anywhere.

Dame Jean comes from a line of Cordano and Kelsch family members who
lost their lives valiantly and honorably battling Lord Voldemort and his
Dementors and Deatheaters. They include: her husband, Waldo; her brother-
in-law, Robert Cordano; two brothers, David and William; her niece, Mary,
daughter of William; and her son-in-law, Anthony J. Povilaitis, Jr. She leaves a
legacy to her three daughters, an exchange student daughter and their
families: Mary S. and Phillip Dall of Indianapolis, IN, and three children,
Alexandra (DC), Amanda (NY) and Anthony (DC); Bobbi Cordano and Mary
Baremore of Saint Paul, MN, and two children, Elliot and Jonathan, and two
exchange students, Jonatan Agnarsson of Gothenberg, Sweden, and Cecelia
Hanhikoski of Helsinki, Finland; Patricia A. Cordano (Anthony Povilaitis, Jr.) of
Weston, WI, and two children, Sydney and Jack; and Helena Osterberg of
Uppsala, Sweden, and two children, Stefan and Michaela. Her legacy
continues with her immediate and extended family: namely her surviving
siblings Dr. Robert Kelsch (Theresa), Davis, CA; Kathleen Ruiz (Tony),
Hollister, CA; Thomas Kelsch (Karen), Bismarck, ND; Charles Kelsch (Linda),
Encino, CA; and her sister-in-laws, Joan Kelsch (William), Mandan, ND;



Nancy Kelsch (David), Newark, DE; and Audrey Cordano (Robert), Holt, MI.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Waldo T. 49 and
Jean Kelsch Cordano 51 Fellowship Fund, Gallaudet University, 800 Florida
Avenue, NE, Washington, D.C. 20002.

Visitation will be Monday, June 29, 2015 at St. Matthew Catholic Church, 4100
E. 56th St., from 8:30 a.m. until the time Mass of Christian Burial at 10:00 a.m.
Interment will be at the Paul Lange Arboretum, 443 North Terrace St.,
Delavan, WI, on Tuesday, June 30th at 11:00 a.m. with a community gathering
at S.L.A.D. Club, 715 E. Wisconsin St., Delavan, WI, at 12:00 noon.



Cemetery Details

Paul Lange Arboretum

North Terrace Street
Delavan, WI 53115

Previous Events
Visitation

JUN 29. 8:30 AM - 10:00 AM (ET)

St. Matthew the Apostle Catholic Church
4100 East 56th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46220

Funeral Service

JUN 29. 10:00 AM (ET)

St. Matthew the Apostle Catholic Church
4100 East 56th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46220

Graveside Service

JUN 30. 11:00 AM (CT)

Paul Lange Arboretum
North Terrace Street
Delavan, WI 53115






Tribute Wall

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Margaret Jean Cordano.

June 15, 2015 at 03:47 PM


https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

