Karen Sue Hawkins Riggle

November 21, 1942 - February 10, 2026

Karen Sue Hawkins Riggle,

83, of Indianapolis, passed away peacefully on February 10, 2026,
surrounded by the love of her family. She was born November 21, 1942, to the
late Clarence P. and Alice I. (Richardson) Hawkins. Karen grew up in Bedford,
Indiana. On September 10, 1961, she married the love of her life, Larry,
beginning a partnership that spanned nearly 65 devoted years.

Karen was a beautician and business owner in the Indianapolis area for
several years. She built her career through hard work, talent, and
determination. She retired from her business to dedicate herself fully to raising
her two children, Scott and Kara. Karen was an unstoppable mother. She
poured herself into her family, doing whatever it took to ensure her children
had the very best life possible.

That love only grew as her family expanded. When Jerri joined the family 25
years ago, she was never “just” a daughter-in-law, she became another
daughter to Karen, and she embraced her fully as a mother would.

Stan came into Karen’s life ten years ago. Although her disease eventually
stole her ability to fully know him, Stan knew her. He showed up for her in
countless quiet ways, providing care, strength, and steady support as our
family navigated her illness.

Later in life, she worked part-time at Helio’s Tea & Gifts in Carmel, a place that
reflected her love for fashion, details, and making others feel special. Her
passion for flowers was more than a hobby; it was an art form. Karen loved



decorating for every holiday and was the heart behind countless family
gatherings. She had a gift for making celebrations feel magical and for
bringing people together.

Her greatest joy became her only grandchild, Daniel. To him, she was “Nia”, a
title she wore proudly. He meant more to her than anything in this world. Her
love for him was fierce, protective, and unconditional. She was known to be
his “defense attorney”.

Family was everything to Karen, including her pets. Karen treated her pets like
her children. And while she had impeccable taste in décor, her pets enjoyed a
more refined cuisine...McDonald’s chicken nuggets, a treat she happily
shared with them.

For the last ten years, Karen courageously battled Lewy body dementia. She
was fighter in every sense of the word. Even as the disease progressed, her
spirit endured. Music, singing, and the steady presence of family were
instrumental in carrying her through the hardest days. She spent the last year
and a half of her life at Story Cottage in Carmel, where she was cared for with
compassion and dignity.

Karen is survived by her loving husband, Larry E. Riggle; her children, Scott P.
Riggle (Jerri) and Kara A. Riggle (Stanley Collesano); her cherished
grandson, Daniel A. Riggle; and her sisters, Jane Smith (Greg) and Sherri
Emenhiser. She was preceded in death by her sister, Mary Ann Roach.
Karen'’s life was defined by devotion to her husband, her children, her
grandson, and her family. Her strength, her voice, her traditions, and her love
will live on in all who knew her.

A Memorial Visitation will be held Thursday, February 19, 2026 from 5:00 p.m.
until 6:00 p.m. at Hillcrest Country Club, 6098 Fall Creek Road, Indianapolis,
IN 46220. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions in Karen’s honor may be
made to the Alzheimer's Association and/or the Indianapolis Zoo.



Cemetery Details

Oaklawn Memorial Gardens

9700 Allisonville Rd.
Indianapolis, IN

Previous Events

Memorial Visitation

FEB 19. 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

Hillcrest Country Club
6098 Fall Creek Road
Indianapolis, IN 46220



Tribute Wall

Larry, | was saddened to learn of Karen'’s passing. | know that Kathy
always felt that Karen was a valuable member of the Helios staff.
Kathy and | enjoyed the few times we got together with Karen and
you for dinner. It’s been fifteen years since cancer took Kathy. The
adjustment is hard, the pain never really goes away, but life does
return to a new normal after a while. Please know that Amy and |
are thinking of you. - Bob Kraft

Bob Kraft - February 21 at 10:30 AM
Jeff and Audra Reynolds and family purchased

the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the family of
Karen Sue Hawkins Riggle.

Jeff and Audra Reynolds and family - February 18 at 12:36
PM

Sherri Emenhiser and family purchased the Ocea
n Breeze Spray for the family of Karen Sue
Hawkins Riggle.

Sherri Emenhiser and family - February 17 at 12:00 PM


https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the
family of Karen Sue Hawkins Riggle.

February 17 at 10:58 AM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Karen Sue Hawkins Riggle.

February 17 at 10:55 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Karen Sue Hawkins Riggle.

February 17 at 10:52 AM


https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Sam and | want to offer our deepest condolences. My grandmother
Suffered for nearly 10 years with Alzheimer's...the loose of a loved
one twice is hard for some to comprehend. They are lost to you
while they still live and again after the body dies. | understand, and |
would like to praise you and the family and friends who helped with
her care! Sounds as though she was well cared for after you no
longer could. Blessings to all of you....remember all the wonderful
memories you shared with Karen! You will meet again in God's time.
He loves you all! Sounds as though she had a full life...She is Free
again!

Mary Maldonado - February 17 at 12:18 AM



