
John P. Price
October 21, 1929 - February 19, 2016

John P. Price 
 86, Indianapolis, a prominent attorney and civic leader, died Feb. 19, 2016. He

was born in Garrett, Ind., on Oct. 21, 1929 to parents John P. and Beulah
Price. The family lived in Butler, Ind., until 1945, when they moved to Upland,
Ind., where he graduated from high school in 1947. John graduated from
Butler University cum laude in 1951 and from the Indiana University School of
Law with high distinction in 1954, attaining the highest scholastic average to
that date in the history of the Indianapolis division of the law school. He was a
member of the Order of Coif, the national legal scholastic society, and
associate editor of the I.U. Law Journal. 

 John began practicing law with the Indianapolis frim of Hollowell, Hamill &
Price, but his career was interrupted by service in the U.S. Army. Upon the
deaths of his law partners, he merged his practice and became a senior
partner and, later, managing partner with Bingham Summers Welsh & Spilman
(now Bingham Greenewald Doll), where he specialized in probate and
appellate matters. John handled numerous appeals, including a number of
high-profile cases before the Indiana Supreme Court, the Seventh Circuit
Court of Appeals and even the U.S. Supreme Court. John was a member for
many years – and president in 1980 -- of the Indiana State Board of Law
Examiners, which oversees the Indiana bar examination. 

 For several decades, John was active in the YMCA at every level:
international, national, state and local. In 1970, he was elected to the



international presidency of the Y’s Men’s Club (now Y’s Men’s and Women’s
Club) in Copenhagen, Denmark. In this capacity, he led the organization to
become the first international service club to admit women as full members
with men. He also established a Y’s Men’s Day of Fast through which millions
of dollars have been raised for international projects for people in need.
Before and after his international presidency, John was board chairman of the
Eastside (now Ransburg) YMCA in Indianapolis, president of the Indiana
State YMCA, and a board member of the Fall Creek YMCA. Throughout his
work with the YMCA, he was a leader in the civil rights programs of the
organization. In 2007, the YMCA of Greater Indianapolis presented him with
its highest award, the Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 No account of John’s life would be complete without mentioning his lifelong
passion for the Chicago Cubs. An avid fan, he attended hundreds of games at
Wrigley Field beginning in the 1930s. 

 His civic activities included serving as a long-time board member of the
Church Federation of Greater Indianapolis, past president of the Lawrence
Lions Club, and a member of the Brookside Masonic Lodge, the Indianapolis
Valley of Scottish Rite, where he was Thrice Potent Master in 1970. He was a
member of the Murat Shrine and received the 33rd Scottish Rite Degree in
1972. 

 John was a member of Allisonville Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in
Indianapolis and First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Naples., Fla.,
where he and his wife of 62 years, Joy, enjoyed a winter home for many
years. He served on the Week of Compassion Committee for the National
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) for several years. He also was a
member of the Society of Indiana Pioneers. 

 In addition to his wife, Joy G. (Scheck) Price, John is survived by their three
sons: Nelson, Jeffrey (Mary, deceased) and David (Debbie). He also is
survived by his grandchildren: Emily and Mitchell Price and Neil and Perry
Wright. He was preceded in death by his parents and brother William D. Price.
Visitation will be at Shirley Brothers, 9900 N. Allisonville Road, on Friday Feb.



26 from 4 to 8 p.m. A memorial service will be Saturday Feb. 27 at 11 am at
Allisonville Christian Church. Internment at a later date. Memorial
contributions may be made to Allisonville Christian Church or the YMCA of
Greater Indianapolis.



Cemetery Details

Oaklawn Memorial Gardens

9700 Allisonville Rd.
Indianapolis, IN

Previous Events

Visitation

FEB 26. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Shirley Brothers Fishers-Castleton Chapel
9900 N. Allisonville Road
Fishers, IN 46038
(317) 841-7878
info@shirleybrothers.com
https://www.shirleybrothers.com

Memorial Service

FEB 27. 11:00 AM (ET)

Allisonville Christian Church
7701 Allisonville Rd
Indianapolis, IN

mailto:info@shirleybrothers.com
https://www.shirleybrothers.com/
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David J. Carr - February 27, 2016 at 02:02 PM

John was a great mentor to me and moved for my admission to the
bar of the U.S. Supreme Court. I regret that I could not attend the
funeral or the calling. I am so very glad that I got the chance to
speak at length with John in December at the Bingham event. What
a blessing! Still as sharp as ever, he corrected me on the year we
snuck out from work to see the Cubs playoff game, 1984, not 1985.
He will be missed, but I have no doubt he has gone to a wonderful
final destination!! Go Cubs!--David J. Carr, Esq. Partner, Ice Miller
LLP

Shirley Brothers Mortuaries & Crematory - February 26, 2016 at 02:23 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Mary Morgan - February 25, 2016 at 09:21 PM

Mary Morgan lit a candle in memory of John
P. Price
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February 25, 2016 at 04:17 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
John P. Price.

Dave weaver - February 25, 2016 at 01:28 PM

Mr. Price and his brother were fine men as was both families. The
country and state will miss him. 

  
 
 
Dave and Carole weaver

Helen Carpenter - February 24, 2016 at 10:56 AM

Our church in Naples will miss him and his views on world issues.
Best regards to all family members Helen C

https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

