
Reverend Dr. Harold R.
Watkins
July 30, 1928 - December 2, 2015

The Rev. Dr. Harold R. Watkins died on Wednesday, December 2, 2015. He
was born on July 30, 1928 in Wauseon, Ohio to Orra Lynn and Florence M
(Bruner) Watkins. He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Evelyn; his son, Mark
Edwin Watkins (Kim) and daughter Nancy Jo Watkins; his siblings, Dr. Don O.
Watkins (Barbara), Joan Domeck and Roger E. Watkins (Sue); three
granddaughters, Alicia Jo Klingler, Stephanie R. Boyd and Morgan Olivia
Watkins; four great grandchildren; two step-grandchildren, Sara Martin and
Tony Lopez-Fajardo and two step-great grandchildren. He was preceded in
death by his parents and sister Rachel. 

 Hal graduated from Wauseon High School and was elected to the school’s
distinguished Alumni/Legends of Education Academic Hall of Fame. He is a
magna cum laude graduate (1950) of Bethany College, Bethany, W.Va. and
served for 27 years on its board of trustees. He was named trustee emeritus
in 2003 and was honored with the “Distinguished Alumni Award in Religion” by
the college in 1975. He holds a Master of Divinity degree from Lexington
Theological Seminary (1953). During the 1996/1997 and 1998/1999 academic
years he served on the LTS faculty and during the 2001/2002 academic year
as its interim president. He holds honorary doctor of divinity degrees from
Phillips University, Enid, Okla. and Christian Theological Seminary,
Indianapolis, Ind. 

 Hal has served as a pastor, denominational executive, seminary administrator
and consultant to congregations and judicatories of the Christian Church



(Disciples of Christ. He began his full-time ministry serving congregations in
Tucson, Ariz. And Tuscaloosa, Ala. He joined the Board of Church Extension
of Disciples of Christ as a general representative in 1958. He was its president
from January 1980 through March 1995 after serving in every officer position
of the organization. In 2004 he was named president emeritus. 

 Hal was for 25 years on the board of trustees of the National City Christian
Church Foundation, Washington D.C. the last ten years as its board chair. He
is currently its board chair emeritus. In 2002 he was honored by that body with
its distinguished “Diplomate” award. 

 He is a former member of the board of directors of the Ecumenical Church
Loan Fund (ECLOF), Geneva, Switzerland; former board member and
chairperson of Discipledata, Inc., an Indianapolis based electronic data
processing/systems analysis organization; past president of Interfaith Forum
on Religion, Art and Architecture (IFRAA), an AIA affiliate; past moderator of
the Denominational Investment and Loan Administrators (DILA); board
member and past president of the World Convention of Churches of Christ;
and former member of the board of directors of several administrative units of
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Hal was granted the Elbert M. Conover Award by IFRAA (1989) for his
contributions, as a non-architect, to religion, art and architecture. In 1994, he
received the National Convocation’s “Liberation Award” in recognition of his 40
years of service and support to African-American congregations of the
Christian Church through fostering empowerment and liberation to the
marginalized and oppressed. At its 2005 annual convention, the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Puerto Rico honored him for 35 years of
contribution to the life and ministry of its congregations. 

 Hal is the author of two books: “Continuity. Conservation, Cutting Edge”
(2005) and “My Life and Times” (2011). He and his wife were honored in 2002
by the Christian Church Foundation, Indianapolis, with the prestigious “Harry
T. Ice Distinguished Service Award” for outstanding personal philanthropy,
commitment and leadership to the whole church; and, in 2010 they were



honored by the Disciples of Christ Historical Society, Nashville, Tenn. through
naming of its refurbished space the “Evelyn and Harold Watkins Reading
Room.” 
Memorial services will be held at Geist Christian Church, 8550 Mud Creek Rd,
Indianapolis on Wednesday, December 16 at 11:00 a.m. Calling will be on
Tuesday, December 15 from 4:00-8:00 pm at the church. Inurnment will be in
the Campbell Cemetery, Bethany, W.Va. at a time to be determined. Memorial
gifts, in lieu of flowers, may be made to Geist Christian Church, Disciples
Church Extension Fund, Indianapolis or a charity of your choice.



Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 15. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Geist Christian Church
8550 Mud Creek Road
Indianapolis, IN 46256

Memorial Service

DEC 16. 11:00 AM (ET)

Geist Christian Church
8550 Mud Creek Road
Indianapolis, IN 46256
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December 15, 2015 at 10:52 AM

Rays of Light Spray was purchased for the family
of Reverend Dr. Harold R. Watkins.

Cathy Moore - December 12, 2015 at 08:36 PM

Our families have been intertwined since I was a young child,
although my most recent memories of Hal began when he, and two
others of my Father's former students presided at my Father's
funeral per Dad's request. Since then, over eight years ago, my
friendship with Evelyn and Hal have caught up on an adult level. I
treasure those visits and phone chats, and am so glad at having
had that opportunity to know him as a friend. My heart goes out to
Evelyn and the rest of his family, whom he so treasured. This is
heaven's gain. I can understand how you all will miss him, but I
remain assured that we all will meet again. If there is ever anything I
can do for you Evelyn, or any of the family, please let me know. 

 My thoughts and prayers are with you all, 
 Cathy Moore

Bob and Margy Patterson - December 11, 2015 at 11:22 AM

Evelyn, you and Hal were such true friends for many years. His
wisdom and guidance were such an asset for our church (DOC) in
the many capacities he served. On a personal basis, we remember
with fondness the times we were together. Although we will not be
attending his service , our thoughts and prayers are with the family 

 Bob and Margy Patterson

https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1396&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1396&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Debbie (Davis) Beville - December 09, 2015 at 08:03 PM

I want to extend my deepest sympathy to Hal's wife, Evelyn, and to
the rest of the family. I am sorry I was not able to attend the calling. I
was in CYO with Mark and Nancy growing up at Eastgate Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ). Hal and Evelyn, Mark and Nancy were
very much a part of my life at that time. May our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ, comfort each of you as only He can. God Bless!!! 

 Debbie (Davis) Beville (Bob & Pauline Davis's younger daughter)

Sue W. - December 09, 2015 at 04:20 PM

Sue W. purchased the Pink Tribute Spray for the
family of Reverend Dr. Harold R. Watkins.

December 09, 2015 at 03:56 PM

A Full Life was purchased for the family of
Reverend Dr. Harold R. Watkins.

https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1413&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shirleybrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1413&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Carol Neu-Frauman - December 08, 2015 at 06:28 PM

My condolences to you Nancy. I remember your family well from our
years at School 57 and Howe. I remember meetings at your house
during high school! I am sorry to hear of your father's passing and
hope you are well. My thoughts are with you and all of your family. 

 Blessings, 
 Carol Neu-Frauman (Carol Neu)

Willard Munson - December 07, 2015 at 08:13 AM

Dr. & Mrs. Watkins were dear friends of mine from the time I was
asked to decorate the offices at the new Church Extension Building,
then their home, and finally their apartment. We shared many
laughs and heartaches during those times. May God give your
family peace during this time of sadness. 

  
Willard Munson


