Dorthea Mae Hilgeman Chase

May 12, 1925 - November 11, 2021

Dorthea Mae Hilgeman Chase,

Died November 11, 2021 in Indianapolis at the age of 96. She was preceded
in death by her husband, Homer Lloyd Chase; by their son, Dale John Chase;
by her parents, Albert and Lillian Mae Brockriede Hilgeman; by her two
brothers, Allen Eugene and Ellis Albert Hilgeman; and by her sister, Violet
Jeanette Collins. She is survived by her children, Daniel Owen Chase and
Sarah Hannah Cesnik; grandson, Darian Chase; great-grandson, Oliver
Morris Chase; and her sister, Connie Sue Frick.

Dorthea was born in Huntingburg, IN, May 12, 1925. She graduated from
Huntingburg High School in 1943, and later worked in the photography studio
of Irving Chase. She had an affinity for art and was soon in high demand as a
photography colorist. (Color film was not commonly used for another 20
years.) Dorthea married Homer in 1945. After their sons were born, they
moved to Bedford, Indiana, where they began a photography business.
However, the business didn’t grow fast enough to support their new family.
Homer became a sawyer in Bedford’s famous limestone industry. Dorthea
continued work as a photo colorist, and also became the bookkeeper for the
East Lawrence Water Co.

They had a good life in Bedford. Homer was active in Scouting and the
American Legion. Dorthea was an officer in the Auxiliary. They were charter
members of the Lawrence County Rock Club, enjoying many rockhounding
expeditions throughout the Midwest. Dorthea had extensive fossil and mineral



collections. She was a charter member of the Lawrence County Art
Association and also belonged to the Brown County Art Guild, the Brown
County Art Gallery and Indiana Heritage Arts. Dorthea studied with Indiana
artists: Al Todd of Bedford, Virginia Anders of Paoli, Fred Rigley of Nashville,
Charles Crawford of Bedford, and Maryrose Wampler of Bloomington. Dorthea
wrote that she “was also privileged to observe several very good Indiana
artists at work.” These included Dwight D. Stienegher and Kay Pool of
Nashville, Omar Seamon of Vincennes and Frank Hopper of Indianapolis.

In 1985, a few years after her husband Homer died, Dorthea moved to the
Indianapolis neighborhood of Irvington to be closer to her daughter Sarah and
her son Daniel. She joined the Arts League of Irvington and regularly attended
the Indianapolis Opera. Dorthea was a member of Downey Avenue Christian
Church, where she enjoyed Sunday School, worship service and volunteering
at the church pantry.

A Service of Remembrance will be held at Downey Avenue Christian Church,
Saturday, December 11, 2021 at 12:00 p.m., with visitation one hour prior. You
are invited to bring a nonperishable food item to donate to the church food
pantry in Dorthea’s loving memory. Please go to Dorthea's obituary at www.shi
rleybrothers.com to see photos of Dorthea's life and art.



Previous Events
Visitation

DEC 11. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

Downey Avenue Christian Church
111 South Downey Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46219

Service of Remembrance

DEC 11. 12:00 PM (ET)

Downey Avenue Christian Church
111 South Downey Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46219



Tribute Wall

Dear Dan, Anna, and Sarah, our love and care are with you in this
sad time. | feel privileged to have met Dorthea at a Thanksgiving
dinner with and you and a couple of other family members a few
years ago on Downey Avenue. | remember Dorthea from that
meeting as friendly, gracious and possessed of a miraculous talent--
that of reciting from memory a very long and humorous poem during
our after dinner "poetry reading." We send our condolences and
hold you in our hearts. Joanne and Tony

Joanne Shaver - December 10, 2021 at 01:00 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Daniel Chase - December 07, 2021 at 02:23 PM

Trikers.
Dorthea's boys , Dale and Danny

Daniel Chase - December 07, 2021 at 02:29 PM



So sorry to hear of Dot’s passing. She will be remembered by all as
a wonderful hostess who welcomed all to her house, and treated all
as family. We have so many memories of good times spent at the
house on Q street- bridge games, good food, and lots of stories.
She was a talented artist, and interested in so many things. We will
miss her and extended our sympathies to you.

Sheryl and Jim Richards - December 05, 2021 at 06:22 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Daniel Chase - November 27, 2021 at 03:28 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Daniel Chase - November 27, 2021 at 03:26 PM



1 file added to the tribute wall

Daniel Chase - November 27, 2021 at 03:24 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:53 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:52 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:51 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:47 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:42 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:41 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:40 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:39 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:34 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:33 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:32 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:31 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:30 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:29 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:25 PM
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Seoson's | Greetings
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:24 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:22 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:21 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:18 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:17 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:14 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:13 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:10 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:09 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:07 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:04 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:04 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:02 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 09:01 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 08:45 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 08:40 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 08:39 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 08:37 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 08:36 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 08:35 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 08:34 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 08:18 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 08:16 PM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 08:13 PM

Dale, Dan reading Art Palmer's book, Dorthea, Sarah.

Dan Chase - November 27, 2021 at 01:26 AM
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Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 08:12 PM

Dorthea

Dan Chase - November 27, 2021 at 01:27 AM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Dan Chase - November 26, 2021 at 07:53 PM



1 file added to the album Memories Album

Dan Chase - November 23, 2021 at 11:18 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Dan Chase - November 23, 2021 at 11:16 PM

Dale, Dorthea

Dan Chase - November 27, 2021 at 01:29 AM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Dan Chase - November 23, 2021 at 11:14 PM

Homer, Sarah, Dorthea

Dan Chase - November 27, 2021 at 01:29 AM



1 file added to the album Memories Album

Dan Chase - November 23, 2021 at 11:10 PM

1 file added to the album Dorthea photos

Dan Chase - November 23, 2021 at 10:52 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Dan Chase - November 23, 2021 at 10:34 PM
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Dan Chase - November 23, 2021 at 10:14 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Dan Chase - November 23, 2021 at 05:17 PM

Homer and Dorthea

Daniel Chase - November 27, 2021 at 01:33 PM
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Dan Chase - November 23, 2021 at 05:13 PM



1 file added to the album Dorthea photos

Dan Chase - November 23, 2021 at 04:00 PM



